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307—1683 Adanac Street
Vancouver, BC
V5L 2C7
November 18, 2010
Dear … 
RE: Arts and culture funding in British Columbia
( British Columbia ranks the lowest in the country when it comes to per capita funding for arts and culture. The national average (from Statistics Canada 2007-2008 survey*) is $67.40. Since the 2009 cuts to arts funding, British Columbia is now at $6.54 per capita (including the recent return of $7 million to the BC Arts Council.). Recent estimates predict this amount to become as low as $4.50.
( Currently, about 10% of gaming revenues are being directed to charities of all kinds. This is considerably less than the 30% mentioned in the 1999 Memorandum of Agreement between the B.C. Association for Charitable Gaming and the Government of British Columbia.**
In order to keep our membership well informed, we would greatly appreciate your response to the following questions:

1. Are you satisfied with our standing in comparison with other provinces? If not, how would you like to see this changed?
2. What portion, if any, of gaming revenue do you think should go to charities? 

3. Any comments you would care to add?
Thank you very much for your reply.
Sincerely yours,
Tom Durrie, Executive Director

Arts Advocacy British Columbia
NOTES AND CITATIONS

Arts Advocacy British Columbia, a not-for-profit society, represents hundreds of British Columbians from all parts of the province who are deeply concerned about government support for the arts. We see the arts as a vital and necessary part of social and human interaction, enhancing the quality of life, and adding wealth to the economy.  http://www.artsadvocacybc.ca/
*From Statistics Canada

Provincial and territorial government operating expenditures on culture, by function and province or territory, 2007/2008  Table 9

http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/87f0001x/2010001/t006-eng.htm
Population by province as of 2008

http://www40.statcan.gc.ca/l01/cst01/demo02a-eng.htm
The accompanying sheet shows our derivation (total funding divided by population) of per capita funding based on the 2007-2008 survey.

**Gaming Revenues

Funds from gaming revenues represented, until recent changes, just over half of BC arts funding. The 1999 Memorandum of Agreement regarding Gaming in BC legally dictates that 1/3 of all gaming revenues go to charities and non-profits in the areas of sports, arts and other community activities.
http://www.llbc.leg.bc.ca/public/pubdocs/bcdocs/336215/game_append4.htm  See especially clause #5

No subsequent document has extinguished this agreement, yet charities have only received about 10% until recently, when even that percentage fell.
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	NL
	PE
	NS
	NB
	QC
	ON
	MB
	SK

	
	thousands of dollars
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	21,976.0
	6,161.0
	26,127.0
	24,174.0
	322,965.0
	270,445.0
	44,504.0
	39,696.0
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	TOTAL CULTURE FUNDING PER CAPITA
	43.41
	44.16
	27.89
	32.37
	41.67
	20.91
	36.92
	39.16

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


	AB
	BC
	YT
	NT
	NU
	
	TOTAL

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	74,814.0
	42,406.0
	8,915.0
	4,209.0
	4,292.0
	
	890,684.0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	20.83
	9.67
	269.34
	96.32
	135.82
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	RANKING BY PROVINCE 2007-2008
	
	
	Funding was applied to:
National libraries

Public libraries

School libraries

University and college
      libraries 

Museums

Public archives

Historic parks and sites

Nature and provincial parks

Other heritage resources


	Arts education

Literary arts

Performing arts

Visual arts and crafts

Film and video

Broadcasting

Sound recording

Multiculturalism

Multidisciplinary and other 
      activities 



	DOLLARS PER CAPITA
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Yukon
	269.34
	
	
	

	Nunavut
	135.82
	
	
	

	Nortwest Territories
	96.32
	
	
	

	Prince Edward Island
	44.16
	
	
	

	Newfoundland and Labrador
	43.41
	
	
	

	Quebec
	41.67
	
	
	

	Saskatchewan
	39.16
	
	
	

	Manitoba
	36.92
	
	
	

	New Brunswick
	32.37
	
	
	

	Nova Scotia
	27.89
	
	
	

	Ontario
	20.83
	
	
	

	Alberta
	20.91
	
	
	

	British Columbia
	9.67
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	NATIONAL AVERAGE EXCLUDING BC
	67.40
	
	
	


