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307—1683 Adanac Street
Vancouver, BC
V5L 2C7

February 10, 2010

Ms. Maria Taddei, Principal
Lord Byng Secondary School
3939 West 16th Avenue
Vancouver, BC

V6R 3C9

Dear Ms. Taddei:

I am writing to urge you to ensure that the Lord Byng Symphony Orchestra continues to be a major part of your school’s curriculum and community outreach activity. As you know, the Lord Byng Symphony Orchestra is the only school-based orchestra in British Columbia and attracts talented young musicians from around the province. The orchestra’s dress rehearsal concerts for elementary schools provide a unique and important opportunity for younger students to see what can be accomplished with the practice and dedication that playing in a symphony orchestra requires. Given the orchestra’s many other activities, including the piano concerto competition and the public concert series, it is no wonder that it has been chosen to participate in the Vancouver Symphony Orchestra’s VSO Connects program.

I know that you have been told many times, by parents, by students, and by Maestro Tovey, that the experience of playing in a symphony orchestra cannot be replaced by performance in smaller chamber-type ensembles. Playing in an orchestra also provides an experience of collaborative effort that cannot be equalled by sports or competitive activities.

Given that the Lord Byng Symphony Orchestra is a major reason why your school is held in high regard by many people in Vancouver and beyond, it would seem to be a serious error to countenance its demise. Administrative or enrolment problems can be solved. In fact, it is your job to solve them, ensuring that learning experiences like the LBSO are preserved. Your orchestra is an important part of the city’s cultural and educational scene. Do not let it disappear!

Very sincerely yours,




Tom Durrie
